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Parrish Medical Center Welcomes First Baby of the New Year

Parrish Medical Center proudly announces the
birth of the first baby of the new year! Baby Bentley, a
healthy baby boy, was born at 2:46 p.m. on January 1,
weighing eight pounds, one-half ounce and measuring
21 inches long. Proud parents Jordan and Grant are
delighted to welcome Bentley, their new bundle of joy
into the world.

“Welcoming baby Bentley is a joyful way to begin
the New Year at Parrish Medical Center,” said George
Mikitarian, President and CEO of Parrish Healthcare.
“It is truly an honor and a sacred privilege to support
families during such a meaningful moment. We
extend a heartfelt congratulations to Jordan, Grant
and family!”

To commemorate the occasion, Parrish Healthcare
presented Jordan and Grant with a special gift basket
filled with diapers, wipes and other essential newborn
items.

Parrish Healthcare provides comprehensive
obstetric services designed to support families
throughout every stage of pregnancy and delivery.
For more information about Parrish Healthcare’s
Women'’s Center, or obstetric services offered, please
visit parrishhealthcare.com/maternity.
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Baby Bentley, the first baby born at Parrish Medical Center in 2026.

Brevard County Firefighters 10th Annual Chili Cook-Off

The BCPFF 10th Annual Chili Cook-Off is set to
be a fiery and flavorful celebration, bringing together
chili enthusiasts and culinary aficionados alike. This
fun community event will take place in the Cocoa
Amphitheater on Sunday, January 11, from 1 to 4 p.m.
at Riverfront Park, 401 River Edge Blvd. in Cocoa,
continuing a popular tradition that supports local
firefighters and their families. Organizers expect a
strong turnout of residents, first responders and local
supporters for an afternoon of food, friendly competi-
tion, and community spirit.

Firefighters from across Brevard County will be
cooking their best chili recipes, competing for top
honors and bragging rights. Guests sample a variety
of styles, from traditional to bold and creative blends.
Attendees will have the opportunity to vote for their
favorite chili during the event’s judging.

In addition to chili tastings, the cook-off is expected
to feature live family-friendly entertainment, raffles
and opportunities to meet local firefighters.

Proceeds from the event benefit the Brevard County
Firefighters Benevolent Association, which assists
firefighters and their families during times of illness,
injury or hardships and also supports local charities.

Organizers say the annual cook-off has grown into
one of the association’s signature community events,
highlighting the strong bond between firefighters and
the residents they serve.

Chili Bracelets are $20, Beer bracelets are $20,
T-shirts are $30. Chili-Beer-T-shirt package is $60.
Cards will be taken, but cash is better!

Whether you're a chili connoisseur or a casual
foodie, the BCPFF Chili Cook-Off is an event where
the community can come together for a good cause.



Fonda Haddad of Mims will present a program on
Toothbrush Rugs at the January 24th meeting of the
Space Coast Weavers & Fiber Artists: 10 a.m. at the
Merritt Island Public Library, 1195 N Courtenay Pkwy.

A toothbrush rug is a durable handmade rug
created by knotting fabric strips using a recycled
toothbrush handle as a needle. This no-sew, reversible
and washable rug is a great way to use fabric scraps.
Although it looks like crocheted rugs, this is a different
technique which involves knotting.

There is a $10 supply fee for the workshop which
includes cloth strips and a toothbrush needle. Bring a
scissors. If you would rather do a crochet stitch, bring
your own large crochet hook.

Fonda Haddad is an outstanding fiber artist and
instructor who excels in dyeing and batik techniques,
basket making, gourd craft and various rug techniques,
including rug hooking. She has taught art at all levels,
including high school and college, and frequently
conducts workshops at the John C. Campbell Folk
School in Brasstown, North Carolina.

Since 1983 SCW&FA has been Brevard’s go-to
guild for fiber arts: spinning, weaving, basketry,
rug hooking and more. The guild helps fiber artists,
beginning or advanced, learn through workshops
and the informal exchange of ideas. They also work to
educate the public about the fiber arts. Meetings are
free and open to the public. For more information,
call Jeanie McCormack at 321-266-1610 or visit www.
spacecoastweaversandfiberartists.org/.
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“THE BROADWAY MUSICAL®

HAIRSPRAY - Rated PG

January 16 -February 15, 2026

Feel the excitement and dance like nobody is
watching as Broadway's Tony Award-winning
musical comedy HAIRSPRAY spins to the stage! The
1950’s are out and change is in the air! Meet Tracy
Turnblad, a lovable plus-size teen with big hair and
an even bigger ambition:she's determined to dance
on the "Corny Collins Show" and fight for integration!
With catchy hits like, "Welcome to the 60’s" and "You
Can't Stop the Beat," get ready for a family-friendly
show packed with laughter, love and non-stop fun!
Join us for a heartwarming adventure that will keep
you dancing all night!

Titusville Playhouse

The Titusville Playhouse, Inc. is located within
the Historic Emma Parrish Theatre, 301 Julia
St., (corner of Hopkins Ave. - US1 southbound),
providing professional quality entertainment on the
Space Coast. The MainStage theatre includes a 150
seat orchestra section and a 124 seat Balcony Section.
Balcony seats are only accessed by walking up a flight
of stairs. THERE IS NO ELEVATOR.

For more information or to purchase tickets, visit
https://titusvilleplayhouse.com/ or call 321-268-
1125. Season tickets are available.

Book & Bake Sale

Friends of the Port St. John Library will be hosting
a two day Book & Bake Sale at the PSJ Library, 6500
Carole Ave. in PSJ. Enjoy BOGO prices and other deals.

Saturday, January 17, 9:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Sunday, January 18, 12 - 4:30 p.m.

There will be lots of Large-Print book, many book
collections by author, paperbacks, DVD’s and CD’s,
t-shirt sales and tote bag sales. And baked goods!

Everyone is welcome to attend and enjoy!




Enchanted Forest January
2026 Events

Please note events may be cancelled due to weather
or staffing availability.
Sanctuary School -
Wednesday, January 14, 10
to 11 a.m.-LIMITED SPACE.
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.
Geared towards ages 6
through 12. Theme: Raptors!
Please dress appropriately for
outdoor weather. Please enroll at www.eventbrite.
com/e/sanctuary-school-at-the-enchanted-forest-
sanctuary-tickets-1358755948619?aff=oddtdtcreat
or.

Star Party - Friday, January 16, 7 to 9 p.m.-Join
the Brevard Astronomical Society to view the galaxy
using their telescopes. Experts will be on hand to
help you navigate the night sky. Sign up at www.
eventbrite.com/e/star-party-at-the-enchanted-forest-
sanctuary-tickets-1976389409928?aff=oddtdtcreat
or.

“Off the Path” Special Guided Hike - Tuesday,
January 27,10 a.m. to 1 p.m.-LIMITED SPACE. Join us
for a special hike that will take you deep into the heart
of the Enchanted Forest to see areas that few get to
experience. This hike is NOT for beginners, only those
who are experienced going off trail in rugged terrain.
Please note that the interior of the forest contains
heavy levels of mosquitos, ticks and poison ivy. Sign
up link will be posted on our Facebook page.

Yoga in Nature - Every Sunday in December, 9:30 to
10:30 a.m.-Join local yoga instructors for a traditional
class for all levels on the porch! Bring water and a
mat. Please dress appropriately for outdoor weather.
Classes are first come, first served. SPACE LIMITED.
Photo of the Month! - To enter your photos
taken at any of our EEL properties, please email
eelnorthregion@gmail.com.

Interpretive Guide Training - Sunday, January
11th and 18th (both days), 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.-Join the
education staff, along with special guest instructors,
to become trained in leading guided hikes through the
Enchanted Forest. We will teach you the basic skills of
interpretation, plant and animal identification, history
of the forest and the basics of group safety. Upon
completion, you will be able to lead your own groups
on our trails! If you cannot attend a Sunday, we can
try to work out an additional day for you to attend. If
you cannot make it in January, we plan to offer this
training again in March 2026.

Become a Citizen Scientist!
Horseshoe Crab Watch Skills
Workshop

Join us for ahands-on workshop and help support the
Florida Horseshoe Crab Program through community
science and education. This engaging training will
prepare volunteers with the skills needed to conduct
horseshoe crab nesting surveys while learning how
your efforts contribute to real conservation research.

During this workshop, you'll practice four essential
survey skills, gain insight into the Spring 2026 survey
schedule, and connect with staff who will be available
to answer questions. No prior experience is needed—
new volunteers are welcome!

UF/IFAS Extension Office in Cocoa dates:

January 22, 2026 — 12:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. or
January 23, 2026 — 9:00 a.m.

Each session lasts approximately 1.5 hours.

Important: Completion of the required
online training is needed before attending an
in-person session.

If you're passionate about education, conservation,
and making a difference through citizen science, we’d
love to have you join us. Find more details and register
at www.eventbrite.com/e/fl-horseshoe-crab-watch-
skills-practice-2026-tickets-1976742939344?aff=0d
dtdtcreator. An eventbrite fee will be added.

For questions about this training, please contact
Holly Abeels via email at habeels@ufl.edu or via phone
at 321-633-1702 x52333.

The University of Florida is committed to providing
universal access to all of our events. For disability
accommodations such as sign language interpreters
and listening devices, please contact the UF/IFAS
Brevard County Extension Office at Brevard @IFAS.
UFL.edu or 321-633-1702 at least 2 weeks in advance.
Advance notice is necessary to arrange for some
accessibility needs.

Temporary Closure of
Parrish Park - Titusville

Parrish Park - Titusville and its boat ramp will be
temporarily closed to the public beginning Thursday,
January 8, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. until Friday, January 9
at 6:00 a.m. The temporary closure of the park is due
to the repainting of the parking lot and traffic lines.

Parrish Park Titusville is located at 1 A. Max Brewer
Memorial Parkway, Titusville.

For questions regarding this project, please
contact the North Area Parks Operations office at
321-264-5105.




“Roots to Work” Program for
Young Adults with Disabilities
beginning in January

We are excited for Roots to Work, a hands-on
training initiative designed for young adults (ages 18
and older) with special needs who are eager to develop
workplace skills in horticulture and agriculture.

This 10-week program, beginning January 9,
offers participants a blend of classroom instruction,
hands-on horticulture experience, and field trips that
connect lessons to real-world agricultural practices.
Participants who complete the course may also have
the opportunity to apprentice at a local nursery,
gaining valuable job experience and mentorship.

Program Highlights:

- Interactive Training: Weekly classes featuring both
classroom learning and hands-on activities.

- Field Trips: Explore local horticulture operations
and see agricultural careers in action.

- Apprenticeship Opportunities: Graduates may
be matched with a local nursery for continued skill
development.

Roots to Work helps young adults gain not just
horticulture knowledge, but also confidence, teamwork
experience, and job-readiness skills that support
independence. The program will take place in person
at the UF/IFAS Brevard County Extension, 3695 Lake
Dr., Cocoa.

Learn more about Roots to Work and to register,
please contact Vanessa Spero, Regional Specialized 4-H
Agent. Email: vspero@ufl.edu or call 321-615-7323.

The University of Florida is committed to providing
universal access to all of our events. For disability
accommodations such as sign language interpreters
and listening devices, please contact the UF/IFAS
Brevard County Extension Office at Brevard @IFAS.
UFL.edu or 321-633-1702 at least 2 weeks in advance.
Advance notice is necessary to arrange for some
accessibility needs.

Book & Bake Sale

Come to the Port St. John Library, 6500 Carole Ave.,
on Saturday, January 17 - 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and
Sunday, January 18, 12 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. for a fun event
with BOGO book prices, a bake sale and other special
deals. Learn about the Ink and Ivy, Book Worms and
Port Readers Book Clubs, Saturday Morning Cartoons,
Family Movie Mondays, Game Days, Spice Days and
Read Your Way to K Programs, and all the other free
programs offered at the PSJ Library.

This event is hosted by Friends of the PSJ Library.

FREE Gardening Program

Come to the Port St. John Library, 6500 Carole Ave.,
on Saturday, January 10 from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. Learn
about creating a quality seed starting mix and plant
some seeds in containers to take home. Ages 5 and up
with adult supervision.

Book Worms Book Club

Join the group on Wednesday, January 14 at 6:30
p.m. at the Port St. John Library, 6500 Carole Ave.,
for a lively discussion of Legends and Lattes by Travis
Baldree and pick up the book for February:

Small Great Thing by Jodi Picoult.

Parrish Healthcare

Open Interviews
Parrish Healthcare hosts open interviews
every Tuesday from 9:00 a.m. to 12 p.m.
at Parrish Medical Center, 951 North
Washington Avenue, Titusville.
« Registered Nurses (RN)
- Emergency Department, Med/Surg,
PACU and Perioperative Services
- Clinical Coordinators
- Charge Nurses
- CVIS Specialist Nurses
 Technologists
- CT/MRI
- Radiology
« Certified Nursing Assistants
» Certified Medical Assistants
« Cardiovascular Invasive Specialist (CVIS)
« Paramedics
« EMTs
« Clinical Documentation Specialist
» Clinical Systems Trainer
« DI Cardio Ris PACS Specialist
« Pharmacists
« Pathologists
« Pathologist Assistant
For additional information regarding open posi-
tions within Parrish Healthcare, please visit parrish-
healthcare.com/careers.
Be A Part of Something Special.
Be a Parrish Care Partner!

The weekly digital
edition of
HAPPENINGS
is sponsored by
Parrish Healthcare

PARRISH

HEALTHCARE



